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EMPOWERING YOUNG WRITERS RESOURCE CENTER 

DIALOGUE STUDENT HANDOUT C  

 

WRITING EXERCISE:  Mix and Match 25 

 

Give the following writing experiment a try.  

You can write something that is funny or sad, tender or tough—whatever you think works to  

make it interesting. You can take us on an adventure or keep us safe and warm.  

It’s all up to you!   

 

Directions: 

1. Pick a pair of characters from the following 25 Character Pairs. 

2. Then mix and match your characters to any one of the 25 Situations/Places.  

3. Write a rough draft of the dialogue between the two characters, in a scene that relates to the 

place and situation you have chosen for the mix and match.   

4. Share your draft with classmates to get feedback.  

5. Write your final draft and share it with the class!  

You may want to ask one of your classmates to read the dialogue aloud with you when you share 

it with the class. Great job! 

See a sample dialogue on the next page. 

  

The dialogue you write for this 

exercise can be funny, sad, happy, 

scary, tender, fiery, disagreeable, 

loving—anything you think works to 

make it interesting. 
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EXAMPLE:   

Character Pair choice: 3. A big, bad pig and a wolf 

Places/Situations choice: 11. At a city baseball stadium, right next to the home team dugout—the home team is losing.  

Following is the possible dialogue, which imaginatively places the chosen characters in the chosen situation:  

 

“Pushing through the crowds to get to these seats has 

exhausted me!” said the wolf, plopping into the reserved seating. 

“I’m huffing and puffing!”  

“Stop sniveling,” said the big, bad pig. “These are the best 

tickets in the ballpark, right next to the dugout. You should be 

grateful. You’re only here because my brothers were too busy 

building houses to come to the game.” 

“Yes, yes, I’m thankful you asked me to join you,” said the 

wolf.  He sniffed the air, smelling popcorn, peanuts, and cotton 

candy. “Piggy, would you happen to have a few dollars I might 

borrow? I’m getting hungry and the vendors are selling such tasty 

treats.”  

Piggy pulled his ball cap lower on his head, crossing his arms 

atop his broad belly. “Not by the hair on my chinny, chin, chin will 

I ever buy you a snack,” he snapped. “I put out a lot of money for 

these tickets. You should be offering to pay for all the snacks as a 

thank you!”  

“Yes, yes, you’re so right,” said the wolf, rifling through his 

wallet.      

“Now I’m getting hungry,” complained the pig. 

“Yes, yes,” said the wolf searching through every 

compartment in his wallet.  

“I’m getting hungrier,” grumbled the pig.  

“Yes, yes,” said the wolf, wondering what to do because there 

was not even a dollar in his wallet.  

“I’m very hungry,” growled the pig. “I may have to take a bite 

out of your tail, if I don’t get a bag of popcorn and cheese nachos 

soon!”  

The wolf did some fast thinking. “Oh my, what’s going on in 

the dugout? The coach looks like he’s going to lose it. He’s about 

to scream at the ump over that last call!”  

Piggy popped out of his seat, bending way forward to get a 

better look into the dugout. His big behind loomed in front of the 

wolf.  

Wolf slipped his hand into Piggy’s back pant pocket, 

removing a wad of cash. “I’ll huff and puff and blow you right into 

the dugout,” he said, letting go of a monstrous huff and puff that 

sent Piggy flying into the dugout, knocking all the baseball players 

off the bench onto the ground. 

Wolf watched as Piggy was removed from the dugout and 

escorted out of the ballpark by security. 

“Over here!” he yelled to a vendor, flashing Piggy’s wad of 

cash. Happily, he devoured four large hot dogs, smothered in 

mustard and onions. “Yes, yes,” said the wolf. “By the hair of your 

chinny, chin-chin, I got your money and blew you in! I am so very 

grateful to you Piggy.”  
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Choose from these 25 Character Pairs  Choose from these 25 Situations and/or Places 

1. Male or female knight and a young dragon  1. In a grocery store, arguing over which cereal to buy 

2. A pig and a big, bad wolf  2. In an evil ogre’s castle, figuring out how to escape 

3. A big, bad pig and a wolf  3. In a city park, trying to float a model boat in a pond 

4. A mad scientist and a curious kid  4. On a bus to Disneyworld, planning first day activities 

5. A troll and a giant  5. On a vacation, in a leaky tent, in the rain. Someone wants to go home, 
someone wants to stay 

6. A chicken and a cobra snake  6. On a vacation, in a leaky tent, in the rain. Someone wants to go home, 
someone wants to stay 

7. A baseball player and a young fan  7. In a canoe, fishing early in the morning 

8. Two friends with their moms   8. In a canoe in a Florida swamp, tracking pythons 

9. A fiery, independent princess and a flying horse   9. In a canoe, as the canoe hurdles toward a waterfall 

10. One “only child” cousin and one cousin with five younger siblings—
jealous of each other 

 10. At grandma’s house, enjoying Thanksgiving dinner, and the baby throws 
mashed potatoes everywhere 

11. A superhero and geeky computer-crazy kid  11. At a city baseball stadium, right next to the home team dugout—the home 
team is losing 

12. An experienced camper and a reluctant camper   12. Outside a Broadway theater, after the show, waiting to get autographs from 
the stars of the show 

13. An experienced city kid and his or her cousin who lives on a farm  13. In a barn, at the end of the day, when all the animals return to the barn 

14. A baseball fan and a fashion design fan   14. In a barn, and there is the smell of smoke 

15. A popular kid and a kid who is very shy  15. At the farm, and all the sheep have escaped their pen 

16. A loving grandfather or grandmother and his or her grandchild  16. At the seashore, on a beach, collecting seashells 

17. Two brave orphans  17. At the seashore, spotting a shark fin, darting in the water 

18. A porcupine and a bear  18. In a car, stuck in bad city traffic on a high bridge over the river—someone 
has to go to the bathroom NOW 

19. ` A herding dog and a big sheep   19. In an enchanted forest, a witch grants three wishes 

20. A big brother or sister and a younger “little stinker” sibling  20. In an enchanted forest, a witch turns one character into an orangutan 

21. Two best friends who’ve fought and haven’t talked to each other for a 
week 

 21. In a mobile home, babysitting three little kids, and the kids won’t go to bed  

22. A funny, teaser kid and a very, very serious kid  22. Running a big race, one character turns an ankle and falls 

23. A kid and his or her mom, stepmom, or guardian  23. In the basement, with tornado warnings, and the power goes out 

24. A boy who has a secret crush on a girl, and the girl, who would like 
him, if she only knew about the secret crush 

 24. Building a treehouse, in the woods, there is a rather loud rustle in the 
bushes near the tree 

25. A kid and his or her dad, stepdad, or guardian   25. At the airport, waiting for the plane to land, bringing Mom or Dad, home 
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